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 Lessons with SCALERAIL Ideas for Teachers 8 
         Learning to play Arpeggios 3 
 

The following exercises are intended for practicing arpeggios in their inversions.  The fingering of 
inverted arpeggios should match the fingering used in root position.  For example, in the arpeggio of 
C major the right hand fingering is 1-2-3-1-2-3 etc and therefore the fingering for the first inversion 
will be 2-3-1-2-3-1-etc rather than 1-2-4-1-2-4 etc.  Following this principal the fingering for the 
second inversion will be 3-1-2-3-1-2 etc. 
 
When playing the left hand the same idea applies.  In C major the root position fingering is 5-4-2-1-4-
2-1 etc, therefore the first inversion will be fingered 4-2-1-4-2-1 etc and the second inversion 2-1-4-2-
1-4-2-1 etc. 
 
Learn the first two bars of the each exercise, and when you can play them fluently follow the 
repeating pattern to ascend through a whole octave.  The exercise then descends back to its starting 
position using the same pattern of notes.   
 
Use a metronome to gradually increase the speed.  Your teacher will advise you on a suitable speed 
to begin your practice. 

 
Exercise 1  Right Hand 
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Exercise 1  Left Hand 

 
Exercise 2  Right Hand 

 



www.scalerail.com                                                             Copyright © SCALERAIL Ltd 2009  3 

 
Exercise 2  Left Hand 

 
 

 


